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James Joyce comed the secular use of the term “epiphany,” which critics have understood to
mean a moment of sudden nsight or realization. My presentation challenges this longstanding
psychologistic definition by demonstrating that Joyce’s concept of the epiphany anticipates what
later philosophers refer to as “the phenomenon.” This phenomenological rather than
psychological interpretation of the epiphany illuminates Joyce’s aesthetic and metaphysical
commitments, but it also has political stakes: against the colonial stasis imposed by imperial
administration, Joyce’s works demonstrate that Ireland 1s the site of radically contingent,
phenomenal events that undefine its subjugation.
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